
FINAL ï October 16, 2011 

The Arlington County 
Park and Recreation Commission and  

Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Resources 
 

 PEG APPLICATION FORM  
Fiscal Year 2012 

 
I. Location of Proposed Project: 

Park Name (if applicable):  N/A       
 
Street Address:  Intersection of I-395 and So. Arlington Ridge Road  

  
Other County facilities or open space in proximity to the project (e.g.   

 nearby park, school or other facility): N/A       
  
II. Sponsoring Group or Individual:  Arlington Ridge Civic Association (ARCA)  

 
Contact Person: Bonnie Flynn   _______    
 
Address: 1914 So. Arlington Ridge Road, Arlington, VA Zip 22202  
 
Home Phone: 703-920-1157   Work/Cell Phone: 703-989-6171 

 
III. Community Support (where applicable, list groups from the community 

which support the project, e.g. citizens, associations, PTA, service clubs, 
etc. ; supply letters of support): 

  
Arlington Ridge Civic Association ïARCA is the sponsoring activity for this PEG. 
See Attachment A for Letter of Intent. 
 
Aurora Highlands Civic Association ï See letter of support (Attachment B).  
 
Pentagon Ridge Condo  Association ï See letter of support (Attachment C). 
 

IV. Community Served and Neighborhood Conservation Area: 
This area services the communities of Arlington Ridge, Aurora Highlands and 
Pentagon Ridge, as well as the thousands of people who use the Arlington Ridge 
Road I395 exit to enter or exit the area.   

 

Neighborhood Conservation Area:  Arlington Ridge.  This area is a gateway into 
the neighborhood and the County Neighborhood Conservation Program has 
provided a neighborhood sign.       

 
V. Population Served (e.g. age group(s) served, approximate number served, 

etc): 
This is a beautification project which is at the very entry to our neighborhood.  
Working with Arlington County Parks and Recreation, neighborhood volunteers 
have recovered the land and created a beautiful entry to our neighborhood.  The 
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county helped by providing tons of fill dirt and neighborhood volunteers 
purchased and planted trees and shrubs.  Twice a year volunteers under the 
auspices of Friends of Hume School weed and mulch the planting beds at this 
intersection and trim back the invasives from the hill behind the area.  
Approximately 14,1711 vehicles and a large number of pedestrians see this area 
on a daily basis when they either enter or exit Ridge Road or when they walk 
through the neighborhood.   

 
VI. Project Specifics: 

 
a. Describe the project and attach a simple sketch and site photos: 
This area currently is comprised of garden beds and approximately 1200 SQFT of 
lawn.  The lawn is in very poor condition.  ARCA pays a contractor to mow this 
space 18 times a year at a cost to the association of $450.00.  This project would 
eliminate the lawn and replace it with a native grass:  Prairie Dropseed (Sporobolus 
heterolepsis).  The cost includes bed preparation and mulching the new plants.  It 
also includes options for a barrier between the plants and the existing garden bed, 
as well as options for watering and maintenance for the first two years.   
 
For the adjacent traffic island, the project includes a similar treatment for the 
adjacent traffic island except uses Lirope Muscari rather than Prairie Dropseed 
where this area is isolated on all sides with concrete so there is no chance it will 
spread beyond its borders.  A different plant is suggested as it is critical than the 
plantings in this island be very short and fill in quickly where traffic is 
entering/exiting it from three different directions.  This is a plant treatment 
commonly used by Arlington County. 
 
Replacing the grass with Prairie Dropseed would achieve several goals:  (1) it 
would be much more attractive; (2) it would require less maintenance and create 
less yard waste as it only needs to be mowed once a year and is much more 
drought tolerant than grass; (3) it does not require frequent fertilizing so it would 
result in less fertilizer and other chemicals potentially flowing into the local sewer 
and drainage systems; and (4) it would be less costly to maintain. 
 
This PEG will build upon an ongoing partnership with the County to improve the 
appearance of this gateway to the community, while reducing the amount of 
maintenance that is required. 
 
See Attachment D for details and pictures of the project. 

 
b. Purpose/justification for project (e.g., does it fulfill unmet needs, 

provide improved services, etc): 
As indicated above, this project will beautify a heavily traveled area, as well as 
result in less costly and manpower intensive maintenance.      
            

                                                           
1
 Arlington County Study 2011 ï vehicles per day on S. Arlington Ridge Road between I-395 and 23

rd
 St S 
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c. Estimate the cost (equipment, installation, shipping, warranty) 
Include specifications if applicable (e.g. manufacturerôs name, 
catalog number, etc.): 

This project will be implemented by Denison Landscaping, Inc., the Countyôs 
contractor for these types of projects.  A copy of their proposal is provided as 
Attachment E.  A summary of the anticipated costs is as follows: 
 
 

Community 

Entrance

558 Prairie Dropseed 18" @ $8.75 each (1 Gallon) 4,882.50$             

Bed preparation @ $0.37 per SF (1200 SQFT) 444.00$                

Mulching planting beds @ 3ò depth  (11 cubic yards)included

Subtotal 5,326.50$             

Traffic Island

115 Big Blue Liriope (Muscari) 18" @ $7.50 each (1 Gallon) 862.50$                

Bed preparation @ $0.37 per SF (215 SQFT) 79.55$                  

Mulching planting beds @ 3ò depth  (3 cubic yards)Included

942.05$                

Subtotal 6,268.55$             

Option (Year 1):

One Year Maintenance (weekly watering between April 1 and Oct 1; 

pruning, feritilization, and weeding every two weeks; remulching at end of 

maintenance period).

 $654 per month 

for 6 months 

3,924.00$             

Option (Year 2):

One Year Maintenance (weekly watering between April 1 and Oct 1; 

pruning, feritilization, and weeding every two weeks; remulching at end of 

maintenance period).

 $698 per month 

for 6 months 

4,188.00$             

Grand Total with all options  14,380.55$           

 
NOTE:  Maintenance and Watering options were added at the Countyôs recommendation.  We do 
not recommend funding Option (Year 2) as it is very expensive.  Recommendation is to plant in 
early spring 2012 to allow for plants to become established in the first year, to avoid the second 
year maintenance costs.  Maintenance in year 2 and succeeding years will be performed by 
neighborhood volunteers. 

 
TOTAL PROJECT COST:  $14,380.55 
RECOMMENDED FUNDING (includes Option Year 1): $10,192.55 
FUNDS TO BE PROVIDED BY ARCA: $  450.00 
TOTAL SMALL PARKS FUNDS REQUESTED: $9,742.55 

 
d. Sources of matching funds (if applicable): 
Arlington Ridge Civic Association has funded the mowing of this area at a cost of 
$450 per year for several years.  The membership voted unanimously in July 
2011 to fund the 2011 mowing cost of $450 and approved an additional $450 in 
2012 to help defray the cost of this project.  
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e. Sources of donated services, materials, labor (if applicable): 
Friends of Hume School have maintained this area for several years.  Twice a 
year, in the fall and in the spring, between 50 and 60 volunteers meet at Hume 
School to work on both the Hume gardens and the intersection of I395/Ridge 
Road.  The volunteers are from a variety of groups including the local Mormonôs 
singles group, the Aurora Hills Womenôs Club, the Crystal City Rotary Club, the 
Green Manor Garden Club, the Arlington Historical Society, and local neighbors.  
This group of volunteers was recently awarded the 2010 Bill Thomas Park 
Service Award (group award) for their efforts at Hume, I395/Ridge Road and 
other locations in the community.   The County Parks and Recreation staff has 
been of invaluable assistance in these effortsï routinely providing the tools and 
mulch needed to beautify these areas.   As indicated earlier, the County also 
provided the fill dirt to create the community entrance we want to beautify with 
this project.        

 
f. Suggestions for maintenance (e.g. adopt-a-park, etc.): 
As indicated in g. above, the Friends of Hume School have already adopted this 
area. In addition to their twice annual volunteer days, neighbors also provide 
periodic weeding, trash pickup and spraying to control invasives.  

 
g. Ownership of Land: 
This land is owned by the State of Virginia.  Since the area has been landscaped 
by our group and it is an existing condition we can make the improvements 
without a written VDOT permit.  This go ahead is based on the fact that we are 
not introducing any tall plants that would reduce visibility of the corner, the work 
is done without obstructing traffic, and work is performed carefully so that people 
stay safe during the project installation.  (See Attachment F). 

 
** If the project is located on Arlington Public Schoolôs property, please include a 
statement from the APS Facility Division approving installation of the equipment on 
school property and a commitment from APS to maintain the equipment once installed.  
Not applicable. 
 
** If the project is located on private property, please include a statement from the 
property owner stating willingness to provide a recordable plat and deed of temporary 
easement to the County for the life the improvements.  Not applicable. 
 
 
FOR STAFF USE ONLY: 
Commission Member Assigned to the Project:      
Date Completed Application Received:       
Approved Funding Level:           
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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 Attachment C 
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PEG Proposal: 

 

Intersection of I-395 and So. Arlington Ridge Road, including Traffic Island 

Remove existing grass, prepare the 
bed, plant with Prairie Dropseedand 
mulch.   Options: 2 years watering/ 
maintenance.

Approximately 1200  Square Feet

Approximately 215  Square Feet

Remove existing weeds, 
prepare the bed, plant with 
non-spreading Liriope and 
mulch.   Options: 2 years 
watering/maintenance.

 
Attachment D, Page 1 of 5 


