
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Membership Meeting, Thursday, July 21, 7pm 
Aurora Hills Community Center 
 

CARSHARING 
Marietta Gelfort, Arlington’s Carsharing Program Analyst, and Aaron Landry, 
Washington General Manager of Car2Go will join us at our July 21 Membership 
meeting to explain the changes in the County’s carsharing demonstration 
study and answer any questions we may have.   In April the Arlington County 
Board approved an amendment to the point-to-point carsharing service 
demonstration study to allow cross-jurisdictional service through the end of the 
agreement period. County staff found in its intermediate evaluation of the 
demonstration study that the point-to-point carsharing service under current 
conditions was not sustainable, leading to high idle times of car2go vehicles, 
reduced vehicle fleet size, and diminished usability for residents. You can find 
more information at transportation.arlingtonva.us/parking/car2go/.   If you 
have additional questions or would like to provide feedback about the study, 
feel free to send them to carsharing@arlingtonva.us. 

 
ARCA EXECUTIVE BOARD FOR 2016-17 
The membership will be asked to vote on the proposed Executive Board slate 
at the July meeting. New members of the team are Charlie Hughes, VP; 
Michael Pickford, Transportation and Sandi Amendola, Transportation; 
returning board members are Arthur Fox, President; Bob Hyde, Treasurer; Don 
Schlichtmann, Secretary; Lisa Gammon, Membership; Matthew Galan, VP; 
Meredith Dodge, VP; and Maggie Gaffen, Communications.  

We would like to give a hearty round of thanks to retiring members Sue Super, 
Brenda Pommerenke and Kris Lebras, for their many hours of sterling service to 
our neighborhood. 
 

 SOUNDWALL ALONG ARMY-NAVY DRIVE? 

As part of its environmental analysis, VDOT completed its I-395 noise-level 
testing along Army-Navy Drive in June.  Its report, available in early 
September, will advise whether and where a new sound wall would be 
appropriate for construction as part of the new HOT Lane project, assuming it 
is subsequently approved by affected residents.  VDOT will sponsor a public 
meeting in mid-September to share with us the results of its noise study and 
recommendations.  ARCA will keep you informed.  In the meantime, you may 
find answers to your questions at:  www.virginiadot.org/projects/pr-noise-walls-
about.asp  
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You can pay your $20 annual 

ARCA membership dues  
online using PayPal!   
www.arcaonline.org,  

by check or cash. Send to  
ARCA, PO Box 2976, Arlington, 

VA 22202-0976 
The membership year is  

July 1 – June 30. 
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PENTAGON CITY “PDSP” TO DETERMINE ITS URBAN 
DENSITY 
In 1976, the County Board adopted a Phased 
Development Site Plan for the 116-acre tract of 
largely vacant land that we know today as 
Pentagon City. That PDSP, which excluded the 
Costco block, adopted CO-2.5 zoning and an 
overall plan for a “New-Town-In-Town” to include 
“mixed-use” comprised of hotel, retail, office and 
residential that would “house up to 10,000 residents 
and provide employment for 6,000 employees” in 
the vicinity of the new Metro Station.  More 
particularly, it called for: office (1.25 million sq.ft.); 
retail (800,000 sq.ft.); hotel (2,000 rooms); 
apartments (5,900 units). 
The County Planning Office recently concluded a 
study showing how that original PDSP has been 
amended eight times in the intervening years, 
primarily to move different uses among the various 
parcels of land, sometimes adding to one (e.g., 
office) while reducing others (e.g., hotel), changing 
the location and balance of uses without 
significantly altering, the Planning Office claims, the 
overall density of the original PDSP. 
As amended, the current PDSP, plus redevelopment 
of the Costco block, will eventually result in roughly 
3.75 million sq. ft. of office space, 2.25 million sq. ft. 
of retail, nearly 6,200 apartments and 1,250 hotel 
rooms.  Buildings that have yet to be built will be 
along the west side of Eads Street, including more 
apartments between 12th and 15th Streets on 
MetPark, and office buildings north of 12th Street on 
PenPlace, plus and a mix of apartments, retail and 
office on the Pentagon Centre block where Costco 
is located. 
ARCA and the County are currently attempting to 
analyze the capacity of the area’s transportation 
infrastructure to move commuters, shoppers and 
residents into and out of 22202 once Pentagon City 
is fully built out, and Crystal City is redeveloped as 
envisioned in its Sector Plan which calls for the 
demolition and replacement of many of its 
buildings with much larger ones.  
 
22202 TRANSPORTATION AND PLANNING  
At the County Board’s direction, and after the 
lengthy campaign by 22202 civic associations, a 
project team made up of staff from multiple County  
departments has compiled planning and 
transportation data related to the 22202 zip code. 
That data is now available online at 
https://projects.arlingtonva.us/22202-data. 

 
 
Topic areas are Development and Transportation 
data, Traffic and Transit Data, and Demographics. 
ARCA’s Board is currently studying the large 
amount of data, and looks forward to having a 
community discussion about it with residents of 
Crystal City, Pentagon City, Aurora Highlands and 
Arlington Ridge later this year.   
We urge all residents of 22202 to check out the 
data so far, and look forward to their feedback. 
Email us at arcaneighbor@gmail.com. 
 
COUNTY MANAGER AT ARCA’S MAY MEETING 
County Manager Mark Schwartz spoke of his 
priorities and perspectives at our May meeting,  
and addressed questions on a wide variety of 
topics from the audience. He elaborated on 
economic development, open government and a 
strategic planning process with the County Board. 
Read his remarks on our website at 
http://www.arcaonline.org 
 
 
VORNADO TO RESUBMIT ITS PLANS FOR UPZONING 
RIVER HOUSE  
ARCA has been notified that Vornado will resubmit 
its plans for upzoning  the River House property to 
accommodate a large addition to its current 
apartment complex, this time without the necessity 
for an amendment to the GLUP (General Land Use 
Plan). Stay tuned for details.  
 
 
ARLINGTON NAMED  “BEST CITY TO RETIRE”; “No.7 
SUBURB IN THE US”;  and “BEST CITY TO LIVE IN 
AMERICA” – Take Your Pick! 
The website Niche.com named Arlington the Best 
City to Live in America, but it didn’t rank quite so 
high on its new list of Best Suburbs, sinking to #7 in 
that category. (Do we want to be a city or a 
suburb?). Merrifield, VA ranks as #2, probably 
because they have the Merrifield Garden Center.  
And the website Bankrate.com deems us the best 
city to retire in due to our low crime and tax rates, 
walkability, culture, healthcare and well-being. 
“Most seniors prefer access to big-city amenities 
without as much hustle, bustle and crime”, says 
Bankrate. Alexandria is #2, and Silver Spring #4. 
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AIRBNB ISSUES IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
ARCA has heard from several homeowners in 
22202 who question the legality of some Airbnb 
rentals, and what you should expect when 
your neighbors rent out part of their home for a 
short term (Airbnb is legal only for part of a 
home, not the entire one). One unhappy 
neighbor is next door to a whole house rental 
advertised as suitable for 15 people, with free 
street parking; the owner of the Airbnb is in 
violation of the County’s code, not to mention 
the good neighbor policy. If you are planning 
to become an Airbnb host, or have questions 
about one near you, please check with the 
Dept. of Community Planning, Housing and 
Development to make sure you or they are in 
compliance with the Arlington code, and 
understand all taxes owed and licenses 
required. Call 703-228-3535 (zoning),  703-228-
3060 (taxes).  
https://departments.arlingtonva.us/planning-
housing-development/ 
 
ARLINGTON HAS ITS VERY OWN POET LAUREATE 
Katherine E. Young has been selected the first 
Poet Laureate of Arlington County, and will be 
installed during the County Board meeting at 
3pm July 19. The Poet Laureate position is 
jointly managed by Arlington Cultural Affairs 
and the Library.  Ms. Young is the author of 
numerous books of poetry, and her work has 
appeared in many prestigious poetry 
magazines. She is also a literary translator, and 
has worked in Arlington schools in the Pick-a-
Poet program. Arlington has long embraced 
poetry as an art form through its Moving Words 
program, that places poems by local poets on 
ART buses throughout the year, and Young will 
oversee this program.  
  
ART BUS FACILITY UPDATE 
The ART bus facility under construction on S.Eads 
Street is moving along: it is due to be completed 
Jan-Mar 2017. It will house 65 ART buses, and also 
will have a two story parking garage for County 
vehicles. The project includes upgrading of the 
surrounding streetscape to improve its functionality 
and appearance. More information at 
Arlingtonva.us/projects/art-bus-facility 

 
ROAMING READERS 
Wednesdays at 9am, meet at the Library,  
Aurora Hills Library’s walking/talking book club 
continues to the end of August; why not 
combine a health walk with a book discussion 
and improve your body and your mind! 
 
MULCH  
Most of us know the benefits of mulch and compost 
in our gardens, and Arlington’s Solid Waste Bureau is 
working to ensure the mulch and compost it makes 
available to Arlington residents is of the best quality. 
Pesticides and herbicides can make their way into 
compost through collected leaf and yard debris, 
and these compounds can be resistant for months 
and years. The County collected samples from its 
mulch this spring and had them tested – they 
passed! You can find out more at 
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/mulch-
dirt/ 
 
“FIGHT THE BITE” : ARLINGTON’S MOSQUITO 
INFORMATION CENTER 
Arlington has a webpage devoted to 
everything you need to know about mosquitos 
and how to defend yourself against them and 
the diseases they carry. The webpage includes 
the latest updates on the Zika virus, effective 
ways to reduce your exposure, the mosquitos 
life history, West Nile Virus, what the County is 
doing in public parks to combat the pest, and 
more. Check it out at 
http://health.arlingtonva.us/environmental-
health/mosquito-information-center/ 
 
2016 iTREE ECO STUDY 
Arlington’s Urban Foresters are performing a study 
using the U.S. Forest Service program iTree Eco to 
assess the value of our urban forest. The program 
uses random sampling of 201 plots throughout the 
county, on public and private land, to best reflect 
the composition of our natural environment. The 
staff will capture data on tree location, size and 
health, as well as proximity to buildings.  
iTree Eco is a software application designed to use 
field data from plots throughout the community 
along with local hourly air pollution and 
meteorological data to urban forest structure, 
environmental effects and value to communities. 
We knew trees are good for the community, now 
we will have data to prove it. 
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ARCA OFFICERS & CONTACTS 

President      Arthur Fox 202-371-6626 
Vice-President   Matthew Galan    440-622-7883 
Vice President Lisa Gammon 571-876-1503 
Vice President Meredith Dodge 719-534-3074 
Vice President Brenda Pommerenke 703-684-9383 
Secretary Don Schlichtmann 703-370-1217  
Communications Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
Treasurer Bob Hyde 703-519-7130 
Transportation Sue Super 703-892-1846 
Transportation Kris Lebras 703-549-2248 
NCAC Rep Natasha Pinol 703-920-9423 
ARCA History Dick Herbst 703-892-5290 
22202 NU Diane Litman 703-920-7638 
Beautification Chick Walter 703-519-9487 
Schools Beth Hicks 571-451-8888 
Website Maggie Gaffen 703-684-7359 
CCCRC Reps Susan English 703-549-6554 
 Rich Kelly 703-622-4260 
 
We would love to hear from you! 

Please send comments and questions to 
ARCAneighbor@gmail.com 
Neighborhood Conservation comments/questions to 
arca.ncac.representative@gmail.com 
 

 
 
ARCA BI-MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 
Aurora Hills Community Center, 7pm 
3rd Thursday, Jan/Mar/May/Jul/Sept/Nov 

 
FREE FILMS!  
Rosslyn “Incredible Journeys” Fridays at Gateway 
Park at sundown. Casablanca, Roman Holiday, 
Casino Royale and more. Rosslynva.org/dp/rosslyn-
cinema-outdoor-movie-festival 
Crystal City: “Sweets and Sips”. Sept 6 – 27 1901 S. 
Bell St. Willy Wonka, Bottle Shock, Chocolat, 
Sideways. 
4 Mile Run Summer Movie, 4109 Mt. Vernon Ave. Fri 
Jul 29, Sat Aug 27 at 6pm. Back to the Future, 
Zootopia. 
 
Thru Jul 24  Mary Poppins: Encore Stage. Thomas 
Jefferson Theatre. Encorestageva.org 
 
Jul 22, 29  Stories in the Park with Miss Kim. 10:30am 
weather permitting. Aurora Hills Library.  
 
Jul 23  Signature Theatre Open House: Free 
performances, concert previews , voice 
competition, fun kids activities. Noon – 8:30. 
www.sigtheatre.org 
 
Jul 26, Aug 30  Adult Coloring Party: Unwind and 
discover the relaxation coloring offers. 7pm. Aurora 
Hills Library. 703-228-0275 
 
Jul 27  HandyMOM 101: Caulk It! The ins and outs of 
proper caulking with a pro. Central Library. 7pm. 
703-228-5990 
 
Jul 28  Make Your Own Chess Set (for kids): Aurora 
Hills Library. 2pm. 703-228-0275 
 
Jul 29  Suite Inspirations All Media Show: Gallery 
Underground with Arlington Artists Alliance. 
Galleryunderground.org 
 
Aug 2 – Sept 11  Jelly’s Last Jam: Award winning 
musical tells the story of jazz through the work of 
Jelly Roll Morton. Signature Theatre. Sigtheatre.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aug 10 Nature Art: Visit scenic spots in Glencarlyn Park and 
draw what you observe, then make clay sculptures of 
resident animals. Long Branch Nature Center. 703-228-6535 
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LUBBER RUN STAGE  
N. 2nd & N. Columbus Sts.,  

2 blocks from Route 50 
 

 
 
Arlington has its very own Wolf Trap (but 
free), a bucolic outdoor amphitheater nestled 
in the woods of Lubber Run Park.  
Highlights: Jul 23  Orlando Julius, 8pm 
Jul 31  The Grandsons, 6pm 
Aug 6  US Army Blues, 8pm 
Aug 12  Mary Alouette “The Lark” 8pm 
Aug 27  The Great Zuchini, 11am 
Schedule: arlingtonarts.org/venues/lubber-run-
amphitheater.aspx 


